

Developing Civil Dialogue among NGOs 

Call for Proposals CFCU/ TR0801.08-02 issued by CFCU 
on 26 April 2010 with the deadline of 05 July 2010 
Clarifications 

Note1: Many questions that have been received concerning this Call can be answered by carefully reading the Guidelines for Grant Applicants.

Note2: Please note that in the interest of equal treatment of applicants the contracting authority does not give prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities.
General Issues
1. Within the context of the program, does the Beneficiary have to transfer the monetary equivalent of its co-financing (min 10 %) directly to the Project’s bank account?
The Beneficiary does not have to transfer the monetary equivalent of its co-financing to the Project’s account. However, at the end of the Project, the Beneficiary has to affirm its own contribution by presenting the official payment documents with the final report. Applicants own contribution should be realised in monetary terms; the contributions in kind may not be treated as co-financing by the Beneficiary.
2.
If a person is included as a prospective part time staff in the Project proposed to this grant program and as a prospective Project coordinator in another Project proposed to another grant program, and if both Projects are granted after evaluation, to overcome this inconvenience can we make an amendment  in the staff via an addendum? 

If there is the need to make an amendment in the Project staff, the Beneficiary may request it via a written notification including the justification for this amendment signed by the authorised representative of the Beneficiary. 
3.   Is it eligible to find a new sponsorship during the implementation of the Project and use it as co-financing? Or, do we have to mention this probability in the Project’s application form, via a statement like “during the implementation of the Project, we will try to find several sponsorships from third sources for co-financing”?
As it is stated in Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, the min 10 % co-financing which should be beared by the applicant must be financed from the applicant's or partners' own resources, or from sources other than the European Community budget or the European Development Fund. Therefore sponsorship is acceptable, however, the expenditure made by this contribution should be in cash not in kind and is subject to the same eligibility conditions as EU contribution.
4. Our organization sent a Project proposal to the Culture and Art Grant Scheme. We are planning to send a Project proposal to this programme as well. Is it possible to be granted by the two programmes simultaneously? 
There is no official obstacle for the beneficiaries of the Culture and Art grant scheme to apply for and to be granted by this grant programme as they are two separate grant schemes
5. Is it eligible to finance some of the activities of our proposed Project by means of other sources other than the grant?

As it is stated in Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, the amount of the grant may not be for less than 50% or above 90 % of the total eligible costs of the action. Therefore, min 10 % and max 50 % of the total eligible costs of the action must be undertook by the applicant as co-financing. In other words, the applicant has to finance the balance between the limits mentioned above from the sources other than the grant. However, at the end of the Project, the Beneficiary has to affirm its own contribution by presenting the official payment documents with the final report. 
6. Do we have to get an official document from the organisations which will give financial support to the Project?

During the application process, the applicant does not have to present any written documents.
Eligibility of Applicants and Partners
(Section 2.1.1 and 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants) 
7.
Do we have to find partners from abroad?
As it is stated in Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants, there should be at least one partner NGO working on local, regional or national level. However, it is not compulsory to find this partner from abroad. 
8.
Is it possible to apply to the programme with a partner from Turkey only? 
Yes, as long as the partner meets the same eligibility criteria laid down in Section 2.1.1. of the Guidelines for Applicants, it is possible to apply with partners from Turkey only. 
9.
Is it possible to apply with partners both from Turkey and from Europe? 
Yes, as long as the partner meets the same eligibility criteria laid down in Section 2.1.1. of the Guidelines for Applicants, it is possible to apply with partners both from Turkey and from Europe. only. 

10.
If the applicant is an NGO working at local and national level in Turkey, to apply to this programme does it have to build a partnership with an NGO working on the same level? 

As it is stated in Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants, there is no restriction concerning the area of work (locality) of the applicant and its partners. There is no need for the applicant and its partners to work in the same area (or the same level). 
11. In the Guidelines, it is stated that the applicant NGOs from EU member states must have an office in Turkey where the action is to be implemented. There is no official Office of our organization which is registered in X country; however, there is a representative of us in Turkey. Could we apply to the programme?
Yes, you can apply. However, as it is stated in the Part 2.1.3, during Project implementation, it must have an office in Turkey where the action is to be implemented.
12.
It is stated in the Guidelines that an eligible applicant must have been established at least two years before the submission deadline of applications for this grant scheme. Does this criteria also apply to the partner? 
Yes, as it is stated in Part 2.1.2. of the Guidelines, since the partners must satisfy the eligibility criteria as applicable on the Grant Beneficiary himself, they also must have been established at least two years before the submission deadline of applications for this grant scheme.

13.
Is it possible to submit a Project with partner NGOs from EU member states of whom working areas are compatible with the thematic areas mentioned in the Guidelines? 

As it is stated in Part 2.1.2. of the Guidelines, partners must satisfy the eligibility criteria as applicable on the Grant Beneficiary himself. Therefore, an NGO from an EU member state meeting all the other eligibility criteria can be an applicant or partner organization in the submitted projects. 

14.
Are the municipalities eligible partners in this programme? 
As it is stated in Part 2.1.2. of the Guidelines, partners must satisfy the eligibility criteria as applicable on the Grant Beneficiary himself. Therefore, municipalities are not eligible partners in this Grant programme. 

15. Is our association which was established on 20 February 2009, an eligible applicant? 

As it is stated in Part 2.1.1. of the Guidelines, an eligible applicant must have been established at least two years before the submission deadline of applications for this grant scheme. 
Eligibility of Actions  

(Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants)

16.
In the Guidelines, it is stated that “All proposals should have a perspective relevant to the promotion of gender equality, the rights of children, environmental protection which will be assessed in the course of evaluation of applications”. We are designing a Project on “Prevention of discrimination against minorities, ethnical and cultural groups”. However, considering the above-mentioned statement of the Guidelines, since our Project does not cover the issues of gender equality, the rights of children, environmental protection, does this mean that our Project will have a negative score in the evaluation?

With this statement, it is not meant that the main thematic area of the Project should be one of this three thematic areas, but the Beneficiary should take into account this issues while planning and designing Project activities; such as considering the needs and current status of the different gender groups while planning Project activities, designing the Project activities in a way which encourages the participation of these groups or if there is an environmental impact of the Project activities, despite the thematic area of the Project is environmental protection, taking necessary measures by taking into account these impacts. As it can be seen in the Part 2.1. of the Evaluation Grid (Part 2.3. in the Guidelines), this issue will only be evaluated in the Relevance part. If these issues had been taken into account in designing of the Project, it will increase the score in this part; if not, it will not result in a negative evaluation of the Project, by only itself.

17.
We want to publish a newspaper for handicapped people in order to raise awareness on the rights of these people. Is this, publishing a newspaper on behalf of the association, considered to be an eligible action under this Grant scheme? 

In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority does not give prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities. The actions, which comply with the objectives and the thematic areas of the programme mentioned in Section 1.2, as well as meet the criteria outlined in Section 2.1 of the Guidelines, are eligible actions within the context of this grant programme.

18.
Provided that the partner organization is from abroad, could some of the activities of the Project be implemented in the Partner’s country

As it is stated in the Guidelines Part 2.1.3., actions shall mainly take place in Turkey. However, some activities may take place in one or more of the following countries: EU Member States and only subsequently in other Candidate Countries.

19.
Could we plan income generated activities in our projects? 

The Beneficiary accepts that the grant can under no circumstances result in a profit for itself and that it must be limited to the amount required to balance income and expenditure for the Action. For further information, please see Article 17.3. of Annex II General Conditions.
20.
We are going to organize a “book fair” within our proposed Project. Book firms are going to sell their books in the fair. The income received from this sale will have no relation with our organization. Is this activity considered as income (profit) generated activity and create a problem? 

The Beneficiary accepts that the grant can under no circumstances result in a profit for itself and that it must be limited to the amount required to balance income and expenditure for the Action. For further information, please see Article 17.3. of Annex II General Conditions.
Eligibility of Costs
(Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants)

21.
If there is an unpaid (volunteer) Project coordinator in the Project, is it possible for him/her to get paid for the services he/she provided as a trainer?
There is no obstacle for the unpaid Project coordinator to get paid for the services he/she provided as a trainer.
22.
In case of a financial support for certain budget items from a sponsor, how these expenditures will be made? Are we able to record these amounts as income to our association? 

If the co-financing of the applicant will directly be donated from a third source, it should be visible in either applicants or partners account as stipulated in General Conditions Article 14.1 “Eligible costs must be identifiable and verifiable, in particular being recorded in the accounting records of the beneficiary and determined according to the applicable accounting standards of the country where the beneficiary is established and according to the usual cost accounting practices of the beneficiary”. Please also see answer to Question 3.
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