
CSO
Profiles

We are implementing the project, "Institutional
and Operational Capacity Development for
CSOs Benefiting from the UNFPA Support
Program for the Prevention of Child, Early, and
Forced Marriages," in collaboration with the
UNFPA.



CSOs
Name

Flying Broom Women's Communication and Research Association

Hayat Sende Youth Academy Association

Katre Women's Counseling and Solidarity Association

EKSİ 25 Association

The Association for Monitoring Equal Rights (ESHİD)

Mimoza Women's Association 



BRIEFLY
Hayat Sende Youth Academy Association identifies problems related to girls and
young women in state care being pushed into child, early, and forced marriages
(CEFM) and conducts policy-level advocacy activities with stakeholders.

Eksi 25 Association is running a pilot project specifically to reduce the risk of
CEFM for children, particularly seasonal agricultural workers.

The Association for Monitoring Equal Rights (ESHİD) provides institutional
capacity-building support by working with municipalities and bar associations.

Katre Women's Counseling and Solidarity Association conducts research on the
causes and consequences of CEFM in Erzincan and organizes workshops for
women.

Mimoza Women's Association raises awareness by meeting with women in local
neighborhoods and aims to create a "Service Map."

Finally, Flying Broom Women's Communication and Research Association
focuses on strengthening its international advocacy capacity in the fight against
CEFM.





Hayat Sende Youth
Academy Association

Year of Establishment
2007

Purpose: 
The association was founded with the goal of
developing innovative policies and implementing
practices to address the challenges faced by
children and young people under state care, as
well as individuals who have left care.

Website: 
www.hayatsende.org

Thematic Areas: 
They work in the fields of children, young people,
and women under state care, as well as foster care
and adoption.
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https://www.hayatsende.org/


Hayat Sende Youth
Academy Association

Activities and Focus Areas

They provide scholarships, mentoring, social service counseling, and psychological support to
strengthen the psychosocial and educational lives of children and young people who have grown
up under state care.
They prepare policy recommendations and hold meetings with decision-makers and implementers
to improve the child protection system.
They conduct awareness-raising activities, such as creating a "correct vocabulary," to combat the
stigmatization of children and young people who grew up under state care.
They organize research and briefs to make the needs of children and young people in care visible
and to develop solution proposals.
They carry out training, workshops, and mentoring to strengthen the capacity of the civil society
organizations they work with. In this context, they launched an open-source database,
www.alternatifbakim.org, to facilitate access to information.

Their Role in the CEFM Prevention Support Program

Within the scope of the Child, Early, and Forced Marriage (CEFM) Prevention Support Program, they
collaborated with stakeholders to identify the issue of girls and women in state care being pushed into
CEFM.

To this end, they held a search workshop with 34 stakeholders from civil society organizations,
government, and academia. They compiled the workshop outputs into a report and conducted policy-
level advocacy activities.

You can access the workshop report here .
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https://www.hayatsende.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Koruma-Altinda-Yetisme-Deneyimi-Olan-Kiz-Cocuklari-ve-Genc-Kadinlar-icin-Cocuk-Yasta-Erken-ve-Zorla-E-1_compressed-1.pdf




EKSİ 25 Association
Year of Establishment
2015

Purpose:
The association was founded with the goal of
ensuring the best interests, life, development,
participation, and protection from neglect, abuse,
and all forms of violence for every individual up to
the age of 25. They also conduct work focused on
nature and the prevention of the climate crisis.

Website: 
www.eksi25.org.tr

Thematic Areas: They work to create a culture of
respect for children's rights, increase public
awareness about violence against children, and
provide preventive, protective, and child-friendly
services.

https://www.eksi25.org.tr/


Activities and Focus Areas

The association operates in three provinces and four centers: the Eksi 25 Children's Village and Sebahattin Kırtunç Migration
Campus in Eskişehir, Bir Arada Children's Village in Kütahya, and Eksi 25 Hatay Children's Village in Hatay.

As part of their Children's Villages project, they create a safe living space for children in these provinces to strengthen the social
interactions and coping skills of all children, especially those from disadvantaged backgrounds.

They provide legal and psychological counseling, as well as psychosocial support. They have also made four different training
modules developed by their experts for families, children, teachers, and lawyers available as open-source resources.

With a holistic and rights-based approach, they collaborate with relevant institutions to create a life where children and youth
are happy and safe. Their work includes situation analysis, community-wide awareness campaigns, empowering children and
youth about their rights, ensuring their active participation in areas that concern them, supporting young people who have been
exposed to violence, and contributing to the development of policies and the strengthening of relevant legislation and practices.

They carry out their work through seven programs covering a wide range of topics, including combating violence and
discrimination, children's rights, case monitoring, awareness-raising, and initiatives focused on nature and the climate crisis.

EKSİ 25 Association



Their Role in the CEFM Prevention Support Program

It is a known fact that child, early, and forced marriages (CEFM) are a widespread issue among seasonal migrant agricultural worker families. According to
a 2020 report by the Eskişehir Provincial Directorate of Agriculture and Forestry, Eskişehir hosts 13,255 seasonal migrant workers between March and
November. Most of these workers (93.4%) come from Şanlıurfa.

As part of this project, the association began working in 2022 in collaboration with Anadolu University, UNFPA, and the Ministry of National Education. They
conducted a pilot study for primary prevention at the Sebahattin Kırtunç Seasonal Agricultural Workers and Migration Campus.

To do this, they created activity areas appropriate for children's ages and development and received positive feedback. Based on this experience, they
concluded that CEFM is a traditional and cultural problem that can be eliminated by empowering children and women.

The project is ongoing in collaboration with the 8 Basamak Çocuk Association and Odunpazarı Municipality. It aims to prevent CEFM among seasonal
agricultural worker families by developing a model based on the empowerment of children and women and centered on child participation.

So far, they have opened a total of 39 workshops, with 569 participants benefiting from them. In these workshops, they received support from the 8
Basamak Çocuk Association and implemented a Peer-to-Peer Training Model. They also prepared and published the "Preventing Child, Early and Forced
Marriages: A Guide to Good Practice" report. Additionally, they held focus group discussions with children and women, conducted five empowerment
training sessions on topics such as CEFM prevention, children's rights, application mechanisms, and women's health. They also held a meeting with the
foremen at the tent settlement and provided 57 individual consultations.

EKSİ 25 Association





The Association for Monitoring
Equal Rights (ESHİD)

Year of Establishment:
2010

Purpose: 
The association was founded with the aim of ensuring
the recognition and provision of human rights and
freedoms for all. To this end, it works to improve social
organization, ensure democratic political participation,
prevent discrimination, promote respect for human
rights and differences, and implement the norms of a
democratic rule of law.

Website: 
www.esithaklar.org

Thematic Areas:
Election monitoring, access to justice, the right to
peaceful assembly and protest, discrimination based
on race, ethnicity, belief, or religion, strengthening
human rights defenders, and empowering access to
justice and equality.

https://www.esithaklar.org/en/home/


Activities and Focus Areas

The association works to combat discrimination and protect human rights through monitoring
and reporting, research, advocacy, legal and practical support, and education and capacity
building.

They conduct monitoring activities to identify discrimination and rights violations, reporting
the data to the public and policymakers.

Through their research, they analyze societal needs and discriminatory trends, turning their
findings into policy recommendations.

Their advocacy work influences public policies and contributes to decision-making
processes based on equality and human rights.

They provide legal and practical support to individuals who have experienced rights
violations, offering the necessary guidance to help people exercise their rights.

They also conduct training programs and capacity-building activities to strengthen civil
society organizations, bar associations, and other stakeholders.

The Association for Monitoring
Equal Rights (ESHİD)



Their Role in the CEFM Prevention Support Program

Within the scope of the Child, Early, and Forced Marriage (CEFM) Prevention Support Program,
the association carried out a two-phased project.

Phase 1: In collaboration with the İzmir Metropolitan Municipality, they prepared a "Monitoring
Guide for Municipalities on Child, Early, and Forced Marriages." This guide helped to strengthen
the data collection, policy development, and monitoring capacities of municipalities.

Phase 2: They chose Muş province as a pilot area. Their goals are to provide legal support for
CEFM prevention in Muş, strengthen data collection and monitoring capacity, and help establish
sustainable collaboration models among local institutions. To achieve this, they have begun
collaborating with the Muş Bar Association, Muş Municipality, and local civil society
organizations.

In this second phase, they will:

Organize capacity-building training for lawyers working at the Women's and Children's Rights
Centers of the Muş Bar Association, covering national and international standards.

Hold a workshop to introduce and evaluate the guide, with the aim of increasing coordination
among the municipality, bar association, and civil society organizations.

Prepare and distribute informative brochures for children in both Turkish and Kurdish. Conduct a
survey to understand local perceptions and needs regarding CEFM.

The Association for Monitoring
Equal Rights (ESHİD)





Katre Women's Counseling
and Solidarity Association

Year of Establishment: 
2019

Purpose: 
To contribute to the empowerment of women and
LGBTI+ individuals in Erzincan through solidarity. The
association also aims to support women in building
lives free from violence and all forms of
discrimination, and to provide a feminist perspective
to all women and LGBTI+ individuals, especially
young women, so they can learn about their rights
and question the patriarchal mindset.

Website: 
www.katrekadin.com

Thematic Areas:
Women, LGBTI+, and child, early, and forced
marriages (CEFM).

https://www.katrekadin.com/


Activities and Focus Areas

The association accepts violence reports from women and LGBTI+ individuals, providing
them with legal, social, and psychological support.
To combat male violence against women, they hold awareness-raising meetings on topics
such as gender, violence stemming from gender inequality, strategies for fighting it, access
to support mechanisms, women's rights, Law No. 6284 and the Istanbul Convention, the
right to alimony and legal aid, and women's health.
They take their work into neighborhoods and villages to meet with women and discuss
reproductive and sexual health.
To reach women who find it difficult to leave their neighborhoods and villages, they
regularly conduct fieldwork. Before these activities, they prepare and analyze surveys to
identify women's needs and problems, publishing their findings in reports.

Katre Women's Counseling
and Solidarity Association



Their Role in the CEFM Prevention Support Program

In the first phase of the CEFM Prevention Support Program, the association conducted a
research project to gather quantitative and qualitative data on CEFM in Erzincan. They held
interviews with eight local institutions and carried out face-to-face surveys with a sample
of women from different backgrounds in the city.

In the second phase, based on the findings from their research, they started working to
address the lack of knowledge about CEFM and increase awareness among women. They
are organizing workshops for women in three neighborhoods they worked in during the
first phase. In these workshops, they provide information on the causes and consequences
of CEFM, the various health and legal risks it poses, and the restrictive effects of traditional
roles assigned to women. They also create a safe space for women to share their
experiences and empower one another.

Katre Women's Counseling
and Solidarity Association





Mimoza Women's
Association Year of Establishment:

2020

Purpose:
The association was founded with the aims of supporting
women's equal participation in social, economic, cultural,
and political life; strengthening gender equality;
combating violence, discrimination, and inequality against
women; and contributing to the prevention of child, early,
and forced marriages in particular.

Website: 
www.mimoza.org.tr

Thematic Areas: 
Gender equality, combating violence against women,
prevention of child, early, and forced marriages, access to
legal, psychological, and social support mechanisms,
empowerment of local and refugee women, women's
representation in local governments, and rights-based
advocacy.

https://www.mimoza.org.tr/


Activities and Focus Areas

They provide psychological and legal counseling services to women.
They organize awareness-raising campaigns and informative workshops on gender equality,
violence against women, and CEFM (child, early, and forced marriages).
They meet with women in neighborhoods, institutions, and schools to listen to their
experiences and develop social support mechanisms that meet their needs.
They conduct solidarity and advocacy activities to empower local and refugee women and
strengthen inter-institutional collaborations.

Their Role in the CEFM Prevention Support Program

In the first phase of the CEFM Prevention Support Program, the association focused on
strengthening its internal capacity. They organized training on the prevention of CEFM for their
staff and conducted awareness campaigns on the risks and consequences of CEFM by meeting
with women in neighborhoods.

In the second phase of the program, they will: Organize workshops with muhtars
(village/neighborhood heads) on the health risks and legal aspects of CEFM. Create a "Service
Map" to make application and referral mechanisms for combating CEFM more visible. Hold
workshops with women in neighborhoods to discuss the risks and consequences of CEFM and
increase their awareness of the issue.

Mimoza Women's
Association 





Flying Broom Women's Communication
& Research Association

Year of Establishment: 
2008

Purpose: The association was founded with the aim of
advocating for, promoting, and ensuring gender equality in all
areas. They focus on protecting and developing the human
rights of women and girls and contributing to the advancement
of civil society.

Website: 
www.ucansupurgedernegi.org

Thematic Areas: 
They work within the framework of four advocacy programs
they have developed: the prevention of child, early, and forced
marriages; encouraging girls, including those with disabilities, to
pursue education and careers in science, technology,
engineering, art, and mathematics (STEAM); critical media
literacy and media monitoring based on gender and inclusivity;
and art for advocacy. They conduct work in a wide range of
thematic areas, including gender equality, children's rights,
ecology, media, disability rights, and art.

https://ucansupurgedernegi.org/
https://ucansupurgedernegi.org/


Activities and Focus Areas

They carry out projects focusing on advocacy and communication to raise public awareness against
the marriage of girls. They also remind relevant institutions of their constitutional obligations under
international human rights conventions and work to support the school attendance, right to
participation, well-being, and fundamental human rights of girls.
They produce inclusive information and documents/publications for advocacy on topics such as the
impact of climate change and multiple crises on human rights, how women and girls with disabilities
are affected by early/forced marriages, the relationship between food, nutrition, and gender
inequality in the context of ecological rights, and the inclusivity of digital technologies.
They translate and disseminate reports, books, and briefs on the topics they work on. They also share
publications from civil society organizations and international institutions on the Information and
Document Center section of their website.
They actively participate in the networks they are members of, engaging in work that aims for mutual
learning and empowerment through the sharing of experience and knowledge.
They organize webinars, online and in-person discussions, concept workshops, and forums to discuss
topics of interest with their wide network.
They contribute to reports made by civil society to international human rights mechanisms with their
own thematic reports (for example, their stakeholder report on child marriage submitted to the
Universal Periodic Review).

Flying Broom Women's Communication
& Research Association



Their Role in the CEFM Prevention Support Program

In the first period (2023-2024) of the Support Program, they carried out the project "Combating Child Marriage: Changing Dynamics, New Tools." As part
of this project, they published an Atlas containing examples of efforts to combat child marriage in 52 countries, a Guide for journalists and digital content
producers, a Glossary of terms related to child marriage, a Typology of early and forced marriages, and three information briefs.

In the second phase of the program (2025), they developed the project "Strengthening the International Advocacy Capacity of Civil Society
Organizations for the Prevention of Child Marriage." They translated and localized the guide titled "Leveraging United Nations Human Rights
Mechanisms To End Child Marriage" from the global advocacy network Girls Not Brides, of which they are a member. They conducted training
consisting of three workshops to increase the ability of CSOs to use four UN mechanisms for advocacy: the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and
the Universal Periodic Review.

The training was attended by 49 people, including 25 from civil society organizations. The participants completed the 10-hour training and received their
certificates of attendance. In the workshops, facilitated by Selen Doğan and Sinem Sefa Akay, lawyer Ayşe Yaşar Yıldırım, Gülfer Kırbaş from the
Çember Association, gender expert Nurcihan Temur, Pınar Öktem from UNICEF, Gülbanu Altunok Dertli from UN Women, and Ceren Can from STGM
shared their experiences.

They also repeated the Concept Workshop they held in the first phase. In this workshop, they discussed 12 concepts/terms from the guide they
translated with participants from civil society organizations, legal professionals, and other professions. The most important output of this project was the
Training Kit, which includes practical information on using the international mechanisms covered in the training, as well as the Glossary of Terms and
supporting documents (briefs on combating early and forced marriages for women and girls with disabilities; the effect of the climate crisis on child
marriage; and how information and communication technologies and artificial intelligence can help in the fight against child marriage).

Flying Broom Women's Communication
& Research Association


