DEMOCRACY and

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

Instead of progress, regression or halt democracy is at
stake in many countries according to the evaluations of
research centers conducting studies on democracy as the
Democracy Index and Freedom House. Gradual exclusion
of people from decision-making mechanisms; withdrawal
from participation in conventional political organizations
or democratic mechanisms as elections; decline in trust
towards politics in general or political parties are among the
indicators of that relapse in democracy. In this conference,
we aspire to analyze various aspects of the relationship
between democracy and political participation and methods
applied to promote it.

Methods of direct democracy such as referendum are
applied in many countries —either at local or national level—
in order to enhance direct participation in democracy. In
terms of democracy, are direct participation instruments
such as referendum successful instruments or what kinds of
risks do they implicate? The relationship between the central
administration and regional, local politics is considered

a major factor with a view to the current status and the
strengthening of democracy and participation in politics.
What does the European Charter of Local Self-Government
envisage in this regard? How is the European Charter of
Local Self-Government interpreted in Turkey by various
actors?

Practices regulating participation in local decision-making
mechanisms are also significant for democracy and political
participation. Many different methods are tested both

in Europe and Turkey to advance participation at local

level (Local agenda 21, city councils and human rights
organizations at local level). Active local participation
might be beaconed by interrogating the success of such
organizations in having an impact on politics.

Abatement in participation to elections, party membership
and political life shall be seriously investigated in terms
of democracy and political participation. Are non—

governmental organizations and citizen movements regarded
as alternatives to classical political organizations? In what
terms has the role of classical organizations as political
parties changed and what kind of questions does this shift
pose? How can we evaluate the relationship and interaction
among non—governmental organizations, citizen movements
and political parties? How can we establish a relationship
between non-governmental organizations and political
parties that would serve the needs of both?

The position and role of young people in politics shall
likewise be discussed in a country like Turkey where the
majority of the population is composed by young people.
What is the interest of young people in politics? What are
their places and areas of action? How can we evaluate the
participation of young population in politics? Are they, in
the wake of Arabian Spring, abstaining from opportunities
offered by traditional parliamentarian system in shifting
from classical political organizations to opportunities
offered by social media and internet? What methods

have the classical organizations adopted against this new
phenomenon? What steps are taken to attract the attention
of young people? How do classical organizations make use
of internet and social media? As an example, having a close
look at how and by whom the internet site of the parliament
for the preparation of the new constitution is used might
provide us with valuable information about the impact and
the participation of young people in politics.

In our two—days international conference entitled
Democracy and Political Participation we hope to contribute
strengthening democracy in today’s world in discussing the
causes of and solutions to the halt and partial regression in
democracy.
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DEMOKRASI ve

SIYASAL KATILIM

Demokrasi Endeksi, Freedom House gibi demokrasi
konusunda calismalar yiirliten arastirma merkezlerinin
tespitlerine gore, birgok tilkede demokrasi alaninda
ilerleme yerine bir gerileme veya duraksama séz konusu.
Demokrasinin kdtilye gidisinin gdstergeleri arasinda
toplumlarin ciddi dl¢lide karar mekanizmalarindan giderek
dislanmig olmasi, geleneksel siyasi olusumlara veya se¢im
gibi demokratik mekanizmalara katilimin gerilemesi,
siyasete ve siyasal partilere glivenin azalmasi sayilabilir.
Demokrasi ile siyasal katilim arasindaki iliskinin gesitli
boyutlarini ve buna karsi uygulanan ydntemleri bu
konferansta irdelemek istiyoruz.

Katilimeihdin az olmasina karsin bircok iilkede dogrudan
katilimin saglanmasi icin referandum yéntemi — ya yerel
ya da ulusal seviyede — uygulanmaktadir. Demokrasi
agisindan degerlendirdigimizde referandum gibi dogrudan
katihm araglari basarili mi ve hangi riskleri tasimaktadir?
Demokrasinin ve 6zellikle de katilimciligin konumu ve
gliclendirilmesi konusunda merkezi ydnetim ve bélgesel,
yerel siyaset arasindaki iliskinin nemli bir etken oldugu
ditiniilmektedir. Avrupa Yerel Yonetimler Ozerklik Sarti
bu agidan neler dngérilyor? Tiirkiye’de Avrupa Yerel
Yénetimler Ozerklik Sarti gesitli aktorler tarafindan nasil
yorumlaniyor?

Demokrasi ve katilimcilik agisindan, yereldeki karar
mekanizmalarina katilimi diizenleyen uygulamalar da
énemlidir. Yereldeki katilimin yiikseltilmesi icin Avrupa
ve Tiirkiye’de birgok farkli yéntem denenmektedir (Yerel
glindem 21, kent konseyleri ve yereldeki insan haklari
olusumlarn). Bu olusumlarin siyaseti etkilemede ne
kadar basarili olduklarini sorgulayarak, yerelin etkin
katihmeihgina yol gésterilebilir.

Demokrasi ve katilimcilik agisindan segime katilim,

parti Uyeligi, politik yasama katilimin neden azaldigini
irdelemek gerekir. Sivil toplum 6rgiitleri ve yurttas
hareketleri klasik siyasal olusumlara bir alternatif olarak

mi gorillyor? Siyasi partiler gibi klasik olusumlarin
rolii ve 6nemi hangi agidan degisti ve bize ne gibi sorular
getiriyor? Sivil toplum érglitleri ve yurttas hareketleri
ile siyasi partiler arasindaki iletisim ve etkilesim nasil
degerlendirilebilir? Sivil toplum ile siyasi partiler
arasinda, iki tarafin da ihtiyaclarina yanit verebilecek
iliski nasil olmahdir?

Tirkiye gibi ntifusunun biylk bir bdlimi genclerden
olusan bir tlkede siyasal katilimcilik konusu igerisinde
genclerin siyasetteki yeri ve roliinii ayrica ele almak
gerekir. Genglerin siyasete ilgisi ve eylem alanlari neler?
Geng nifusun siyasete katilimi nasil degerlendirilmeli?
Arap Bahari’ndan sonra genclerin klasik siyasi olusumlar
yerine sosyal medya ve internetin sundugu imkanlarla yeni
yontemler kullanarak geleneksel parlamenter sistemlerin
sundudu katilim imkanlarindan uzak mi duruyorlar?
Klasik siyasi olusumlar bu yeni olguya ydnelik hangi
yontemleri kullanmiglardir? Genglere hitaben ne tiir
adimlar atmislardir? Klasik siyasi olusumlar internet

ve sosyal medyalari nasil kullaniyorlar? f)rneéin, yeni
anayasa galismalarinda parlamentonun internet sayfasinin
nasil ve kimler tarafindan kullanildigini, etkilesim
agisindan incelemek, genclerin katilimciligi konusunda
faydali bilgiler verebilir.

Demokrasi ve siyasal katilim baslikli iki giinliik
uluslararasi konferansimizda, demokrasideki duraksama
ve kismen gerilemenin nedenlerini ve ¢6zim dnerilerini
tartisarak, gliniimiiz sartlarinda demokrasinin
giiclendirilmesine katki sunmayr umut ediyoruz.

Saygilarimizla,
Heinrich Boll Stiftung Dernedi Turkiye Temsilciligi

23 Haziran 2012, Cumartesi

09.00

09.15-09.30
09.30-10.00
10.00-12.30

12.30-13.30
13.30-16.00

16.00-16.15
16.15-18.45

Kayit
Acilis Konugmasi, Ulrike Dufner, Heinirch B6ll Stiftung Dernegi
Ana Konugmaci, Wolfgang Merkel, Berlin Sosyal Bilimler Arastirma Merkezi

Birinci Panel: Diinyada ve Tiirkiye'de Demokrasi Tartismalari
Diinyada Demokrasinin Durumu ve Kiiresel Sorunlar

Susan Corke, Freedom House

Tiirkiye’de Demokrasinin Sorunlari

Fuat Keyman, Sabanci Universitesi

Tiirkiye’de Demokrasiye Disaridan Bakis

Claude Weinber, Heinrich Boll Stiftung Dernedi, Briiksel
Moderator: Bekir Agirdir, Konda Arastirma ve Danismanlik

Ara

ikinci Panel: Dogrudan Demokrasi ve Katilimcilik

TBMM Arastirmasi: Bir Dogrudan Demokrasi Araci Olarak Referandum
Ahmet Yildiz, TBMM

Referandum Siyasal Katilimi Artirmanin Bir Yolu Olabilir mi?

Ersin Kalaycioglu, Sabanci Universitesi

Dogrudan Demokrasi Araciligiyla Siyasal Katilimi Arttirmak

flker Gokhan Sen, Anadolu Universitesi

Moderator: Ulrike Dufner, Heinrich Boll Stiftung Dernegi

Cay-Kahve Arasi

Ugiincii Panel: Merkeziyetgilik Siyasal Katilim Agisindan Bir Sorun mu?
Merkeziyetcilik—Federalizm ve Katilimcilik

Oktay Uygun, Maltepe Universitesi

Yerel ve Bolgesel Demokrasi

Harald Baldersheim, Oslo Universitesi

Katihimcilik Yoluyla Yerelin Giiclendirilmesi

Fikret Tokséz, TESEV

Moderator: Banu Giiven, Gazeteci

24 Haziran 2012, Pazar

10.00-12.00

12.00-13.00
13.00-15.00

Dérdiincii Panel: Yurttas Hareketleri, Sivil Toplum ve Katilimcilik
Yurttaglarin Demokrasinin Sekillendirilmesindeki Rolii

Anna Wohlfarth, Bertelsmann Vakfi

Yurttag Katilim Adlari

Feray Salman, iHOP

Sivil Toplum, Siyasi Partiler ve Katilimcilik

Dirk Jorke, Greifswald Universitesi

Moderator: Cogkun Usterci, TIHV

Ara

Beginci Panel: Genglik, Sosyal Medya ve Katilimcilik
Siyasal Katilim Igin Sosyal Medya Firsati

Falk Liike, Dijital Toplum Dernegi

Tiirkiye'deki Gengler ve Siyasal Katilim

Nur Kirmizidag, SETA Vakfi

Tiirkiye'de Genglik, Sosyal Medya ve Siyasal Katilim

Esra Arsan, Bilgi Universitesi

Moderator: Yonca Verdioglu, Heinrich B6ll Stiftung Dernegi

June 23rd 2012, Saturday

09.00

09.15-09.30
09.30-10.00
10.00-12.30

12.30-13.30
13.30-16.00

16.00-16.15
16.15-18.45

Registration
Opening Remarks, Ulrike Dufner, Heinrich Béll Foundation
Keynote Speaker, Wolfgang Merkel, Social Science Research Center Berlin

First Panel: Discussions on Democracy in Turkey and the World
The Regression of Democracy and Global Problems

Susan Corke, Freedom House

The Problems of Democracy in Turkey

Fuat Keyman, Sabanci University

A View from Qutside on Turkey’s Democracy

Claude Weinber, Heinrich Boll Foundation, Brussels
Moderator: Bekir Agirdir, Konda Research and Consultancy

Break
Second Panel: Direct Democracy and Participation

Referendum as a Tool for Direct Democracy: Research Conducted by the Grand National Assembly of Turkey
Ahmet Yildiz, GNA

Could Referendum increase Political Participation?

Ersin Kalaycioglu, Sabanci University

Improving Political Participation through Direct Democracy

Ilker Gokhan Sen, Anadolu University

Moderator: Ulrike Dufner, Heinrich Béll Foundation

Coffee Break

Third Panel: Does Centralization Pose a Problem for Political Participation?
Centralization — Federalism and Participation

Oktay Uygun, Maltepe University

Local and Regional Democracy

Harald Baldersheim, University of Oslo

Strengthening Local Democracy Through Participation

Fikret Tokséz, TESEV

Moderator: Banu Giiven, Journalist

June 24th 2012, Sunday

10.00-12.00

12.00-13.00
13.00-15.00

Fourth Panel: Citizens Movements, Civil Society and Participation
Role of the Citizens in Shaping Democracy

Anna Wohlfarth, Bertelsmann Foundation

Citizens Networks

Feray Salman, Human Rights Joint Platform

Civil Society, Political Parties and Participation

Dirk Jorke, Greifswald University

Moderator: Coskun Usterci, Human Rights Foundation

Break

Fifth Panel: Youth, Social Media and Participation

New Media as an Opportunity for Political Participation
Falk Liike, Digitale Gesellschaft eV.

Turkey’s Youth and Their Political Participation

Nur Kirmizidag, SETA Foundation

Youth, Social Media and Political Participation in Turkey
Esra Arsan, Bilgi University

Moderator: Yonca Verdioglu, Heinrich Béll Foundation



