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Young Armenia / Young Turkey / Young America:

Social and Economic Challenges for Future Leaders:

Grassroots Development in a Modern Society

“Emerging Leaders” 

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State

U.S. Embassy-Ankara, Turkey

Civil Society Development Centre (STGM) is an association in Turkey established in 2004 by a group of opinion leaders and civil activists who were committed to civil and participatory democracy. The basic objective of the STGM is to support capacity building in civil society organizations to enable them to undertake more active roles in participatory democracy. STGM supports civil society organizations which constitute its target group working in such areas as gender, children, human rights, youth, environment, rights of persons with disabilities, cultural rights and culture and arts. 

Academy for Educational Development (AED) is a nonprofit organization working globally to improve education, health, civil society and economic development. 

In collaboration with Academy for Educational Development (AED), Civic Development and Partnership Foundation (CDPF) of Armenia, STGM will administer the Emerging Leaders Program for Turkey, United States and Armenia, with support of Office of Public Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in Ankara. 
The program will bring together 54 young emerging grassroots leaders who will work together to create community-based projects that will deepen ties between the three countries, build CSO capacity, and strengthen civil society. 
The program will aim to create a cadre of Turkish, Armenian, and American young professionals, ages 21 to 35, who lead local CSOs to promote the development of economic opportunities and skills for young people. 

The program will take place in the United States on 18 February-6 March 2011 in Washington, D.C.; and then in Raleigh, Greensboro, and Charlotte, North Carolina. Activities will include discussion, training, professional site visits, and job shadowing opportunities, in addition to cultural exchanges.  
On 09-15 April 2011, activities for the group will follow in Istanbul and Antalya, Turkey; and then in Yerevan and Vanadzor, Armenia during 15-22 April 2011. Participants will develop their future projects in Turkey and Armenia.  

Participants will share experiences and best practices, and will form new links between emerging CSO leaders and organizations in the three countries. Participants will connect with each other and Department of State program alumni in an ongoing conversation on broadening participation in community-based projects that reach a diverse citizenry, and engage governments and other CSO leaders. Alumni activities will support the participants and continue to build their leadership skills.

Expenses for training, travel, lodging, meals, emergency medical insurance, and group cultural activities will be paid by the program.

STGM will be responsible for the recruitment of 18 CSO activists from Turkey. Members & volunteers of civil society organizations will be eligible to apply this program. Represented organization should not be involved in or related to any action, activity or movement that includes any kind of violence and represented organization should not be involved in any kind of discriminative action. 
Selection Criteria for Participants

· Between 21 to 35 years of age;
· Active member of represented CSO
· Strong leadership skills and motivation to work in the related area in the future; 

· Capacity for analytical assessment of the events and processes in Turkish-Armenian-USA relations;
· Good command of English.
· Being Turkish Citizen with a valid passport  

Pre-selection will be made according to above mentioned selection criteria and applicants’ answers to the motivation questions. A short list will be prepared by selection committee and the pre-selected applicants will be invited for online-interviews. After interviews, final selection will be completed on 28 December 2010
The political views of the candidates will not be considered when discussing the applications, and selection committee will avoid any discrimination based on gender, nationality, ethnicity and religious or sexual orientations.
Application Form

Application deadline: Wednesday, 22 December 2010
1. Personal Data
	Last (Family) Name, First Name (As in passport)
	

	Sex (M/F)
	

	Date of Birth (Day/Month/Year)
	

	City & Country of Birth
	

	Country(ies) of Citizenship
	

	Permanent Address
	

	Telephone Number (Please provide at least one telephone number)
	

	Mobile Number
	

	E-mail Address
	

	Do you have a valid passport? Please write the passport type, issuing country, number and expiration date (Month/Day/Year)
	

	Education 
-Please mention about your academic background
	

	Profession / Occupation (if student, which field)
	

	Mother Tongue
	

	Medical Conditions

-Please note if you have any existing medical conditions or are currently taking any prescription medication.  This will not affect candidate selection, but will enable the host institution to make any necessary accommodations
	

	If you have disability please indicate

- Please note if you have any disability this will not affect candidate selection, but will enable the host institution to make any necessary accommodations
	

	Other Languages spoken and understood and level of knowledge (1=poor 5=very good)
	

	Membership of Civil Society Organizations 
-Which organizations have you been working with? 
-What are/were your responsibilities? 
-For how long have you been working actively? 
-Which projects/activities have you participated in?
	

	Have you ever traveled to the United States of America and/or Republic of Armenia? 

-If so please mention about your visits and purpose of visit
	

	Have you ever participated in any training on civil society or leadership previously? 

	

	Have you ever participated in a study tour program? 
-If so please mention about the programs you attended
	

	Please give contact details of two of your references who can give information about your work for civil society?

-please don not forget to inform your references about your participation 
	


2. Motivation

What are your expectations from this program and what is your motivation of participation in this program? Please in brief essay (maximum 250 words)

How could you contribute with your particular skills and/ or knowledge to the success of this program? Why should you be selected for this program? (max 200 words)
Why is your participation important to your organization? How will you reflect your gains from this programme to your organization? (Max 100 words)
By sending this application form I hereby declare that,

I will be able to participate all the program activities which will be organized on 18 February- 5 March in USA, 9 April-15 April in Turkey and 15 April-22 April 2011 in Armenia.  I do not have any hindrances to avoid my full participation to the programme activities.
PLEASE SEND THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THIS E-MAIL:

gokhan@stgm.org.tr
Sivil Toplum Geliştirme Merkezi (Civil Society Development Centre)
708 Sok. 14/9 06550 Yıldız Çankaya ANKARA

Tel: 0 312 442 42 62 (pbx)

Fax: 0 312 442 57 55

ONLY APPLICATIONS THAT ARRIVE VIA E-MAIL BEFORE Wednesday 22 December 2010 17:00 CAN BE CONSIDERED.
