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Technical Assistance Service Contract for the implementation of the project

“Capacity Building of Civil Society in the IPA countries and Territories (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Kosovo under UNSCR 1249/99, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey)

EuropeAid/127427/C/SER/Multi

Open Call for Participation
Regional Conference:

Cooperation between Local Self–Governments and Civil Society Organisations in the Western Balkans and Turkey 

Budva (Bečići), Montenegro, 22 – 24 February 2011 

Background information

The general objective of the project Technical Assistance for Civil Society Organisations (TACSO) is to strengthen the civil society within a participative democracy, to stimulate a civil society-friendly environment and culture, as well as to strengthen the overall capacities and accountability of Civil Society Organisations (CSO) within IPA beneficiaries, the Western Balkans and Turkey, to guarantee the quality of service of CSOs and a sustainable role of the CSOs in the democratic processes. An important project component is strengthening CSO relations with relevant stakeholders such as local self-governments. It is for this reason that we are organising a regional conference on “Cooperation between local self-governments and Civil Society Organisations in the Western Balkans and Turkey.”
Objectives, focus and the expected results of the Conference
The purpose of the regional conference is to provide forum to share topic related knowledge, information and experience among stakeholders from IPA countries. It’s organised by the TACSO offices in Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina and TACSO Regional Office.
The overall objectives of the Conference are:

· mapping of institutional mechanisms on cooperation between CSOs and local self governments  in the region thus enabling further exploring of relations between CSOs and local government;

· exploring possibilities for further development of institutional mechanisms; 

· identifying relevant actors and stakeholder for broadening regional cooperation.  

The focus of the regional conference will be on the following:

· Transparency and accountability of local self-governments and the role that  CSOs can play in this regard;
· Participation mechanisms in the decision-making processes at the local level and the cooperation of local self-governments with CSOs;
· Financing of CSO programs/projects at the local level.
The expected results of the Conference are: 

· sharing of experiences/challenges/good practices in the region and also examples/experiences/good practices from the EU countries;

· comparative overview of mechanisms that exist within CSO-local self-government relations and  experience in the region;

· exploration of how cooperation can be improved, or how good practices can be shared, developed;

· greater understanding of the nature of CSOs in different countries;

· networking, dialogue opportunities for CSO and government members through workshop sessions dedicated to specific capacity building topics;

· discussion of laws governing CSO-government relations and developing ideas on how these can be improved/transformed.

Who will participate? 

The Conference will gather: 

· CSOs dealing with issue of cooperation with local self-government, 

· representatives of associations of municipalities, 

· members of government institutions (Government offices for NGOs or related Ministry) from the IPA countries dealing with CSOs, 

· representatives of local self-government with best practices on national level, 

· persons responsible for direct communication with CSO in municipalities, 

· media representatives, 

· relevant international organizations.

Who can apply? 

CSOs with a legal personality are eligible to apply. Each CSO may nominate a candidate to participate. Once admitted to the conference, the participating organisation is expected to fully participate, as well as to contribute to the promotion of follow up activities to improve relations between local self-governments and CSOs in the respective countries.
Required qualifications of the organisation/participants    

The applying organisation should have relevant experience in communication and/or cooperation with local self-government. The organisation must also be a leader in the community with recognised credibility within the sector in the participating country as well as have good cooperation with different stakeholders such as national/regional/local government, media, profit sector, public sector etc.
Nominated candidate should:
· have a broad understanding of the current situation of the civil society sector within the participating country in regard of variety of mechanisms established and applied in relations between CSOs and local self-government;
· be a NGO leader from the participatory country with credibility  and results within the CS sector in particular work with municipal level government.
Fluency in English is an advantage. 
Logistical information 

The working language of the conference is English. Interpretation services in the conference will be provided to non-English speaking participants. 

Only short-listed candidates (3 selected per country) will be contacted. 

Further information about the conference can be obtained from the TACSO Web site, www.tacso.org, in the section Capacity Development, where you can find tentative conference agenda, conference materials etc. For additional questions on the content of the conference please contact the national TACSO offices and/or Regional TACSO office by email info@tacso.org. 

This conference is free of charge. The organiser will provide accommodation for the selected participants and cover all costs related to the conference such as travel costs. 

Application procedure and deadline  

Interested CSOs from the IPA region are requested to submit in English: 

· Application form (attached to this document),

· Updated Curriculum Vitae of the nominated candidate (EU format to be used), 

· Motivation letter in which the expected contribution of the conference to the development of the organisation and overall civil society sector within the participating country will be explained. 

· Statement in which the nominated candidate express the will to promote follow up activities in the respective country.

Please send your application by 23 January 2011 at the latest to one of the below emails depending on where your CSO is situated, with the subject heading: Regional Conference MNE. 

Albania, info.al@tacso.org 

Croatia, info.hr@tacso.org 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, info.ba@tacso.org 

Kosovo under UNSCR 1244/99, info.ko@tacso.org 

Montenegro, info.me@tacso.org 

Serbia, info.sr@tacso.org 

Turekey, info.tr@tacso.org 

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, info.mk@tacso.org 



